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into the city in medicine cases and then distributed as wedding gifts
to about a hundred of the most loyal party members, who staged
for the occasion mock-marriages with near relatives and in some
instances with their own wives! Owing to failure in communica-
tions, delayed telegrams and the like, and to some muddling, the
timetable went wrong; the authorities became alarmed and guards
were posted at key points.
It might have been wise to postpone the attempt, but as there had
been so many failures Huang Hsing feared a postponement would
lead to further depression and decided to attack with a picked band
of one hundred men. Many of these were of the intellectual class.
Armed only with pistols and grenades this resolute little band
Jmarched on the yamen and actually succeeded in capturing the
stronghold and destroying its buildings. Had there been any means
of following up this assault the establishment of The Chinese Re-
public might have come about a few months sooner fhgn it did.
As it was, the handful of "Dare-to-dies" fought for five hours against
some two thousand soldiers of the government army and, in that
time, lost forty-three men killed and twenty-nine prisoners. The
remaining thirty, including Huang Hsing, who lost two fingers of
his left hand, escaped into hiding. The captured men were at once
executed, bringing the total of revolutionaries killed to seventy-two.
This comparatively trivial exploit had far-reaching results. The
ninth, failure was a glorious failure and the seventy-two "martyrs"
Became national heroes. All over China men hastened to join The
League of Sworn Brothers, Soldiers in the army were prominent
amongst the new supporters and, in some parts, the authorities had
so little confidence in the loyalty of officers and men that regiments
had to be transferred to distant provinces, where it was thought
their loyalty might not be put to the test.
After the establishment of the Republic, a memorial to the
Seventy-two Martyrs was erected in The City of Rams and became
a place of pilgrimage to Chinese and a sight to be shown to foreign
tourists.
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Self-immolation as a means of drawing attention to a wrong has
been common in China for centuries. An effective way of settling
a deep injury is for the injured party to end his life on the doorstep
of the Tnan who has wronged Mm; and, strange as it may appear